






Conner	Olsen	
Assistant	Golf	Course	Superintendent	
Oswego	Lake	Country	Club	
20	Iron	Mountain	Blvd.	
Lake	Oswego,	Oregon	97034	
Conner.olsen12@gmail.com	
(503)	710-6335	
	
March	30th,	2019	
	
OGCSA	Board	of	Directors	
P.O.	Box	1556	
Oregon	City,	OR	97045	
	
Dear	OGCSA	Board	of	Directors,	
	

As	co-signer	to	the	nomination	of	my	supervisor	and	mentor,	Nolan	Wenker,	
CGCS,	for	Superintendent	of	the	Year	(sent	by	my	colleague,	Aaron	Prellwitz),	I	
would	like	to	express/reiterate	the	profound	influence	Nolan	has	had	on	all	things	
around	Oswego	Lake	Country	Club	(OLCC),	as	well	as	in	my	career	in	golf	course	
management.	

I	have	been	Assistant	to	Nolan	at	OLCC	since	December	of	2017,	and	although	
this	is	the	first	time	I	have	held	the	position	of	Assistant	Golf	Course	Superintendent,	
I	feel	as	though	I’ve	seen	enough	around	the	industry	in	my	handful	of	years’	
experiences	to	realize	that	Nolan	is	up	there	with	the	best	of	them.		He	has	a	great	
command	over	the	crew	that	impressively	blends	compassion	and	compatriotism	
with	a	high	set	of	expectations	that	seems	to	bring	the	best	out	of	everyone.		Of	
course,	there	are	always	a	few	outliers	whom	do	not	seem	to	fit	the	mold;	but	the	
way	Nolan	has	dealt	with	these	circumstances	have	afforded	me	with	some	great	
examples	of	how	to	maintain	a	professional	and	productive	work	environment	
throughout	adversity.		On	top	of	all	this,	his	connections	to	the	golf	and	turf	
industries	spreads	wide	and	far,	providing	great	opportunity	and	insight	into	how	
things	work	in	other	parts	of	the	state	and	country.	

When	it	comes	to	the	progress	made	around	our	golf	and	country	club	in	the	
last	year,	you’d	be	hard-pressed	to	find	a	square-foot	of	the	property	that	Nolan	
hasn’t	had	an	influence	on.		Since	his	arrival	in	June	of	2017,	he	and	his	crew	have	
been	on	a	mission	to	right	the	sinking	ship	that	was	OLCC;	as	he	has	prioritized	
providing	premium	playing	conditions	through	proper	irrigation	auditing	and	the	
addressing	of	drainage	issues,	as	well	as	the	continual	renovation	of	unsightly	
landscapes,	as	opposed	to	the	crew’s	prior	tendency	to	simply	over-irrigate	and	
remain	content	with	re-painting	benches	and	tee	markers	throughout	the	winter	as	
golf	balls	were	plugging	in	fairways	and	the	surrounding	landscapes	were	going	by	
the	wayside.		As	a	part	of	this	crew	for	much	of	Nolan’s	time	at	OLCC	(I	started	as	his	
Assistant	in	December	of	2017),	I	can	attest	to	the	fact	that	we	have	been	extremely	
active	and	effective	in	accomplishing	his	goals	of	restoring	OLCC	to	top-tier	playing	
conditions	and	a	property	of	great	natural	beauty.	



I	realize	that	my	colleague’s	nomination	and	explanation	should	be	sufficient,	
however,	I	feel	so	strongly	that	Nolan	is	a	deserving	candidate	that	I	wanted	to	
include	some	of	my	own	words	and	thoughts.		I	knew	when	I	took	the	position	as	
Nolan’s	Assistant	that	I	was	in	good	hands	and	going	to	learn	a	lot,	but	he	has	far	
exceeded	my	expectations	as	a	quality	mentor	in	golf	course	management	as	well	as	
in	life.		The	general	consensus	around	OLCC	is	that	Nolan	is	a	great	guy	to	have	
around,	and	I’m	certain	that	even	if	a	hundred	signatures	were	required	for	this	
nomination,	we	would	have	no	problem	finding	the	support.	

	
	

Thank	you	for	your	consideration.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Conner	J.	Olsen	
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