Tyler Millsap
300 SW Meadow Lakes Dr.
Prineville, Oregon 97754

September, 15 2023
OGCSA Board Of Directors
P.O. Box 1556 
Oregon City, OR 97045

OGCSA Pace Scholarship Committee, 
I am writing on behalf of Stephen Baker with a recommendation to be considered for the OSU PACE Scholarship.  Steve has been a two-year, full time employee at Meadow Lakes and is looking for educational opportunities in order to further his career.  To be awarded this scholarship would have a great impact on his professional development with the end goal of being a golf course superintendent.  
Steve is relatively new to our industry, but has grown up around the game and recently came to the decision to pursue a career in the golf industry.  In the two years that Steve has been employed at Meadow Lakes he has grown exponentially in his knowledge and ability with regards to all aspects of maintenance.  Where Steve is lacking in his career development is a baseline knowledge of agronomics.  The PACE program offered by OSU would be a perfect fit for him in terms of knowledge gained and schedule.  Oregon State University is highly respected in our industry and I know that the knowledge that he would gain by completing this program would give him that basic agronomic understanding that his is lacking at the current time.  In other words, Steve knows how to do what we do, but this would help him understand why we do what we do.  
In addition to being a full-time golf maintenance employee Steve is a full-time husband and father.  The flexible schedule that this program allows will allow him to fulfill his prior commitments at home and at the golf course while trying to further his career through education.  
In my professional opinion Steve is the kind of person that possesses the drive and ability to be successful in our industry.  The knowledge gained through completion of this program would be a tremendous boost for him in terms of reaching his ultimate goal. It is through the combination of the willingness to learn and develop skills with the understanding that education provides where we can truly be successful.  
I thank you for considering Steve for this award and know that he would benefit greatly from this opportunity.  

Regards, 
Tyler Millsap
Golf Course Superintendent 
Meadow Lakes Golf Course


